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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON TUESDAY

3rd APRIL 2018 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Town Mayor)
Councillor R Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Favor, Hodges, 
Matthews, Mockford, Mrs Russell, Saull, Sweatman, Webster and 
Wyan 
Councillor Ody from item 6

Others present:  Town Clerk and 4 Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all.  

The Town Mayor started the meeting by asking all to join a moments silence in 
respect of Andrew Bass, former Town Mayor who had recently passed away. 

69 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no questions.

70 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Mrs Mainstone – family commitment 
Cllr Osborne   - away
Cllr Peacock - away
Cllr Visser       - away

71 MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 8TH JANUARY AND 5TH FEBRUARY

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes for signature as a correct 
record of the meetings 8th January and 5th February 

72 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

The Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor and Cllr Hodges advised that as trustees of 
Chequer Mead they would leave the room during the discussion and election of the 
new trustee for Chequer Mead.    

73 CO OPTION OF MEMBER TO THE VACANT POSITION ON HERONTYE WARD

The Town Mayor welcomed Mr Ody as the only applicant for the vacancy, she 
referred to his submission which had been circulated and asked if he wished to add 
anything.   He stated that he would be honoured to serve for the Herontye Ward 
and hoped to contribute well to the Council if co-opted.
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RESOLVED:  To co-opt Stephen Ody to the Council, filling the vacant 
council seat for Herontye ward, for the remainder of this administration, 
ending May 2019.

Mr Ody was congratulated; he signed the declaration of office and was 
invited to join the Council at the table.         

74 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor advised that the Council had come 4th in the country for being 
breast feeding friendly in cafes and other public places. The Mug Tree was 
specifically well nominated in the national poll and it was wonderful to see that East 
Grinstead was 4th behind London, Birmingham and Norwich, being the first non-city 
and therefore highest placed town.  This was welcomed and we would be looking to 
encourage more local places to think about nursing mothers and ensuring that they 
were welcome in the town. She also referred to her circulated list of dates and 
duties and reminded everyone that she has a quiz on 17th April and ball on 4th May. 

Jan
12 Presentation of Revenue Grant EG Talking News * +
27 Mayor of Crawley Civic Dinner Dance Hawth Theatre *

Feb
17 Lions Senior Citizens Party *
18 Slinfold Concert Band *
20 Mark Roberts Motion Control *
22 Private Viewing M & Co *
23 South East Group Visits Fair Saint Hill Manor

Mar
2 Refurbishment Wickes opening
7 Fairtrade Breakfast
10 The Majesty of Mozart *
10 Lunch with Jack Roberts Rugby Club *
16 The 60th Anniversary of the closure of Bluebell Line *
16 Chairman of Tandridge Spring Dinner *
17 Model Railway Exhibition *
17 L Ron Hubbard Birthday party *
22 Neighbourhood Watch Stay Safe *
25 Scouts presentation Trinity Methodist
25 Othello Showcase *
27 Rotary St Swithuns
31 Meridian Rotary Interview

+:- This was minuted in 5th February Council meeting

*Consort in attendance

75 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
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The Leader said “At this last full Council of the Civic Year It would be an appropriate 
time to take this opportunity to thank our Councillors for all their hard work for the 
past year, sitting on committees, outside bodies and dealing with residents.  I would 
also like to thank the Town Clerk and all the staff, especially those who have 
recently retired who have given many years of excellent service to the Town Council 
and welcome the new members which after a handover period are settling well in to 
their new roles.  It is the quality of our staff and councillors that we continue to 
realise in taking forward our aspirations to make East Grinstead an even better 
place to live. 
The District Plan, having been given approval by the inspector and adopted at the 
MSDC Council Meeting of 28th March, consequently gives our already adopted 
neighbourhood plan full weight, we now have a plan lead approach. We are starting 
to realise our aspirations in the neighbourhood plan, for instance the liaising with 
railway paths regarding bringing St Margaret’s loop back in to community use and 
early discussions in to wayfinding from Station to Statue. 
We continue to give support across the board to our various volunteer groups within 
the town through the community grants allocation scheme which helps these 
organisations to continue to function for the benefit of the people of East Grinstead 
and would pay tribute to the volunteers in these organisations for all the hard work 
that they do. 
As we know the Police have settled well in to Chequer Mead and their previous 
occupancy adjacent to the old court house is vacant. The Working group are looking
in to keeping the site in public ownership and are looking into options of use should 
the ownership fall to the Town Council.  We are now seeking discussions as to 
acquiring the site with the potential for putting in a bid. 
It would be remiss of me not to mention as we approach our East Court live summer 
events programme of the 1st Sunday in June July and August. This has been a 
fantastic success, now attracting some 2000 people to each event and at this 
moment in time there is no reason for this not to continue in the future.   We are 
approaching our last years before the local election in May 2019 and our Town 
Councillors will continue to work hard for our Town and residents supporting our 
groups, businesses and working in partnership with our District and County 
Councils, we have so much more to achieve and hope to carry this forward beyond 
2019.”                          

76 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 

There was none 

77 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE  - WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

Councillor Jacquie Russell provided an update from West Sussex County advising:
The Budget had been set at a 4.95% increase, 2% of which is dedicated to social 
care.  The Council had not wanted to increase the tax, but in order to invest 
appropriately in the services on the back of increasing demand was necessary. 
The County Leadership was however lobbying the Government for appropriate 
funding for local government. 
An additional £1.594m of Government funding was being made available to 
Highways for pothole repair. 
The Highways contract due to start on 1st July has been awarded to Ringway, 
however there is a current challenge. 
There is no update on the road space audit and this is still awaited
The Cabinet Member for Communities recently visited the EG Library and was very 
impressed at the level of community activity that is centred around it. The member 
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has determined that the 36 libraries in West Sussex will all continue as they are able
to provide such diverse services. 
Locally Cllr Mrs Russell has been involved in many highways matters including 
roadworks. She is pleased to advise that WSCC are changing the permit and fine 
system for works on the highways to hopefully address the too long periods of no 
activity on roadworks which frustrate the towns people. 
She also advised that WSCC are drawing up a positioning document regarding 
parking on the verges which will hopefully turn in to a policy in due course. 
Flooding between the Queens Walk development and shops was causing an issue 
following the removal of the canopy; this is now being resolved through discussion 
with the developers, planner and building control. 
A toucan crossing for Sackville School crossing the A22 has been agreed. Funding 
for the feasibility study and the build to be completed in 2019/20 has been agreed.  
This will benefit the students and slow traffic on the road which is all welcomed
Bollards are being placed on Bourg de Peage/ Warburton close to deter parking 
which has caused a nuisance.  This has been welcomed by the residents.  
The EG Cycle forum have submitted a scheme to improve cycling from the station to
the town centre. This has scored initially well, but will be worked up further to design 
a scheme that will add value to cyclists and other road users in the area.
A crossing between the chequer mead car park and chequer mead theatre has 
been proposed. It is likely that it will be installed from the vicarage car park rather 
than CM due to available land space, but this is being furthered now although there 
is no date for implementation.
The West Street Calming option of the pillows will be implemented in May; this was 
after a lot of canvassing of the residents in the area to ensure that the road pillows 
would not cause other problems. Residents welcomed the scheme.   
The College lane sink hole is a collapsed water main and was being dealt with this 
week, it is due to be complete this week or at the absolute latest by 13th April. 
Some damage to the green at St Hill Green had been caused by HGV’s residents 
were being offered some wooden posts to protect it in the future. 
The Councillor also advised of the road works due for April. 

Questions followed from the Councillors - would the queens walk development be 
hindered by the West Hill road improvements, how will the cement lorries get to the 
site?  Cllr Mrs Russell will report this back to WSCC but she is sure it was a known 
issue and had been considered.  

The EG Roads are in a poor state, what plan is there for a large amount of quality 
work to bring them back up to scratch?   Cllr Mrs Russell said it was an issue county 
wide and there was no answer as yet other than her update. Money was scarce and 
there simply was not enough for all the roads, but county are aware and working on 
it.

Thanks were given as to the works on Lowdells Lane which was much tidier and 
welcomed by residents and school users.  It was not known whether the highways 
contract challenge would result in any delay in the contract being started; the start 
date remains 1st July. 
Thanks for the solution on West Street were given. 

Councillor Mrs Russell was thanked for her comprehensive update.                       

78 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos Minute Nos
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(a) Planning                                                      12-2-18   137-142  266-273
(b) Public Services 1-3-18 143-145 274-287
(c) Planning 5-3-18 146-152 288-295
(d) Amenities & Tourism   8-3-18 153-156 296-311
(e) Finance & General Purposes                      15-3-18 157-160 312-326
(e)   Planning                                                       26-3-18 161-166 327-334

The Chairman of Planning proposed his minutes highlighting the site visits to the 
Travel Lodge and Queens Walk sites, the meeting with Welbeck Homes, the District 
Council briefings and subsequent approval of the Mid Sussex District Plan and the 
result of the Hill Place Farm Appeal.  

The Chairman of Public Services proposed her minutes highlighting the update from 
the GP surgeries considering their merger and what this could mean. There are a 
number of concerns which will need to be addressed including parking and bus
access. It is known that they are planning a further public meeting over the next few 
weeks but no date is yet known.    

Cllr Sweatman in the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of Amenities and 
Tourism proposed the minutes 

The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes proposed his minutes    

RESOLVED : To approve the minutes of the above Committees 
and to confirm the decisions contained within them.

79 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

The Town Mayor advised that three new exclusive rights of burial deeds had been 
issued since the agenda was prepared and they were proposed along with the 3 in 
the agenda.  

RESOLVED:  1) to authorise the seal to be applied to exclusive right 
of burial deeds :  2133, 2134, 2135, 2136, 2137 & 
2138

2) To apply the seal to the Christmas Lights Contract

80 MEETING DATES 2017/18

The delegated decision was noted. 

81 TO APPOINT A TRUSTEE TO THE CHEQUER MEAD ARTS AND COMMUNITY 
TRUST (Cllr Sweatman in the Chair)  

RESOLVED:  Cllr Visser be appointed as the 5th Council Trustee for four 
years or until he ceases to be a Councillor if less.  

The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting was the Annual Town Council on 
14th May, thanked everyone for attending and advised that refreshment was 
available in the Parlour.  The meeting was closed at 7.54pm    
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SIGNED:
TOWN MAYOR


